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Field Day was a monster hit. It was also
a monster pain in the “*&^? Days be-
fore we were to move into Northcroft
Park, Dave Hewitt received a call from
the Lake Forest people that they had
double booked the space at Northcroft.
For some reason, this happens often
with these parks people. I remember
one year colliding with about 40 young
kids who were coming out for a birthday
party in the pavilion at Northcroft, just as
we were tearing everything down. It was
a holy nightmare. The good news, how-
ever, was that they had found a place for
us that turned out to be even better in
many ways. The only problem was, no
one had ever heard of the place before.
Just south of Northcroft Park, there is a
huge senior and cultural campus that the city took over years back. It has enormous oak trees and wonder-

fully constructed older buildings. It was like a college
campus. It was a scramble, but we moved in took
over. We did not have time to really study the best
position for some of our antennas. So we had to ex-
periment with some positions and see what hap-
pened.

Turns out, the CW tent was well positioned and had
plenty of terrific antenna positions, including a verti-
cal that Don Whiteman assembled. They also de-
ployed two Elecraft K-3 radios and seemed like
happy campers. The Side Band tent was not so
lucky. First their tent positon was on the down side
of a hill, so when it rained (and when doesn’t it rain

on FD), the floor of the tent became muddy. Then their antennas were not optimally set, but they had a real
champion on 20 meters, and that kept them occupied for most of the event. Later than night, however, 80
and 40 were largely useless. We rented a lift and placed the 6 meter/2 meter station up. We had a won-
derful 6 meter opening on Saturday and made most of our contacts during that 3 hour window. Greg Steh-
ling worked the VHF tent till there was nothing left to harvest.
2 meters was terrible…the lift, however, was a terrific addition
to the plan. GOTA has some wonderful antenna placements
and they did make great contacts Doc Libit and Al Hovey
helped out as coaches for the many young people who visited..
John Wass, Larry Leviton and Howard Miller did their usual
cooking show, but by far the greatest disappointment for us all
was the incredibly low attendance by our membership. Lots of
food was left over. We missed you all. I know it was blister-
ingly hot, but under the big tents, it was a wonder place to sit
and socialize.


